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The President 
 

 

His Excellency Mr Ilham Aliyev 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 
 

Strasbourg, 13 July 2015 

 
 

 

Dear President, 

I have the honour to inform you that on 20 April 2015, Intigam Aliyev was appointed as a 

member of the Expert Council on NGO Law, one of the organs of the Conference of INGOs of 

the Council of Europe. His 3-year mandate started on 3 July 2015. 

The Conference of INGOs is formed by the 320 international NGOs which enjoy participatory 

status with the Council of Europe and represents civil society. Since the 3
rd

 Council of Europe 

Summit in Warsaw in May 2005 (at which you represented your country), it is one of the four 

political pillars of the Council of Europe and interacts with the Committee of Ministers, the 

Parliamentary Assembly and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. 

I know that at present Mr Aliyev is a prisoner in your country. I was also informed that his health 

is deteriorating in prison. I am asking you, Mr President, to personally ensure that Mr Aliyev 

receives complete and necessary treatment for all medical concerns.  

May you please note that the Expert Council on NGO Law is, beside the European Commission 

for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), a reference body, acting to promote freedom 

of association and implementation of NGO legislation in line with European standards. Mr 

Aliyev’s appointment to the Expert Council reflects considerable and widespread international 

recognition of his work.   

The resolution 2062 (2015) on “Functioning of democratic institutions in Azerbaijan”, adopted 

by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe last month requires the release of “all 

political prisoners, including those who have co-operated with the Parliamentary Assembly”. In 
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view of this document, I call upon you most urgently to use your authority to release Mr Aliyev 

from imprisonment.  

Your decision to release him will be recognised as a positive sign for democratic dialogue with 

international and national civil society in your country.  

I would also like to inform you that the first meeting of the Expert Council will be held in 

Strasbourg on 28 to 29 September 2015. I very much hope to receive a goodwill response from 

your side, allowing me to inform the Council of Europe authorities about your intentions.   

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anna RURKA 

 
 

 

Cc: Ambassador Emin Eyyubov, Permanent Representative of Azerbaijan to the Council of Europe 

 
 


